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on the security of their dwellings, for that ultimately leads
to enslavement of the debtor.

When proprietary rights vest in the State, the destruction of
the dwellings of these people would probably be tantamount to
damaging of State property. This might curb the high-handed-
ness of Zamindars. Besides, these people must become capable
of defending their hearths and homes.

The U. P. Tenancy Act of 1939 provides that no tenant
shall be liable to ejectment from his residential house in a vil-
lage merely on the ground that he has been ejected from his
holding in that village. Those familiar with rural India know
that so long as proprietary rights vest in the Zamindar, he will
be in a position to coerce the tenants. Besides, it leaves labour-
ers and harwahas out of account. And the majority of depress-
ed class people belong to these categories.

A law recently enacted in the Punjab merits notice. Ac-
cording to it the house property of a judgement-deb tor valued at
less than Rs. 5,000 cannot be sold in execution of a decree.
This is a useful piece of legislation. The importance of keeping
intact the family unit can hardly be over-emphasized. But this
too affects a small proportion of the depressed class people.

Other Suggestions concerning Tenants

The lot of occupancy and statutory tenants can be improved
by checking begar and the malpractices connected with reali-
zation of rent and payment of wages. The right of free transfer,
the right to make improvements and get compensation therefor,
the right to plant fruit trees and appropriate the fruit thereof
are some of the measures required to improve their condition.
Above all, it is necessary to provide them subsidiary occupa-
tions and to reduce the days of enforced idleness.

The non-occupancy tenants deserve special attention be-
cause of their extremely insecure position. They should not b$
ejectable at the sweet will of the landlord. It would be desirable
to give them life tenancy. No family should be deprived of the
means of earning its livelihood. In this context it is worth men-
tioning that the practice of ejecting a tenant in the event of his
inability to pay rent is un-Indian. We owe it to our BriuSh ad-
ministrators. In Mughal India, for instance, if a tenant failed to